3, 
The Right of the (Citizens of London to left Sheriffs in their (ommon- Hall, proved, 


from the Cuſtom of our Anceſtors, from their Charters, 


Hiſtory, Antient Afts of Parlia- 


ment, Judgments and Reſolutions of many Learned Judges. 


in this Nation, this Prerogative or Privilege 
of chuſing Sheriffs has had its Alterations : [t 
was originally in the Freeholders of every 
County not incorporated,and they choſe this great 
Officer in their Folkzote, which in the Saxon Lan- 
guage, is the Court of the Folk or People, which 


[E Changes and Revolutions that have happen'd 


we now call the County Court, My Lord Cook, from 
good Authority tells us, That of An- 


LC. f. Cook. tjent Time, ſuch Officers or Miniſters 


Ifftitut. Part 2. 


Fol. 558. as were inſtituted, either for Preſer- 


People, that they ſhall have the Ele&ion of She- 
riffs, which are likewiſe the Words of the Charter 
of Hey. 1.” yet by the word Gran, the People's 
Right was reſtored, and they by virtue thereof 
choſe Sheriffs as before the Norman Invaſion, 211d 
according to thetr antient Uſe and Cuſtom. 

That the Charter of Her. 1. and the-Cuſtom of 
chuſing Sheriffs in London,gave no Right to the Citi- 
Zens of London to chuſe Sheriffs otherwiſe than by 
thcir Repreſentatives in Common-Hall,is plain from 
the Words of the Charter of K. Fohn, which is con- 


vation of the Peace of the County, or firm'd by Magna Charta, and many other Statutes ; 
for Execution of Juſtice, (becauſe it concerned all | for the Words of that Charter are, That the Ciri- 


the Subjects of that County, and they had as great , Zens of London, and their Heirs, ſhall make Sheriffs 


Intereſt in the juſt and due Exerciſe of their ſeveral 


Places) were, by force of the King's Writ, in every 


County choſen, in full or open County,by the Free- 


holders of that County 3 the Freeholders, as the. 


Repreſentatives of all the People, choſe their She- 
rife : But in Antient Cities, which were Counties 
incorporated, the Election of their Sheriff was by 
' the Repreſentatives of the Citizens, which were the 
moſt ſubſtantial Part of the Citizens, and diſtin- 
guiſh'd by their Liveries, to which they were called 
by their ſeveral Companies 3 which Companies were 
Corporations, and made By-Laws ſeverally in their 
ſeveral Halls, and together at their Common-Hall, 
antiently called their Hall-mote, or Hall-conrt, which 


was and ſtill is, Conventus Civium in 


L.C.F. Cook's Aulamt Publicam. And this Convention 
Joi —_ f or publick Meeting in Zondon, was an- 
al tiently called the Hall-mote, or the Folk- 


among themſelves whom they will. and may amove 
them when they will ; and thoſe whom they make, 


ſhall preſent to the Jultices of the Exchequer of thoſe 


things which to the faid Sheriffwick appertains, 
whereof they ought to anſwer us. | 
To remove Sheriffs muſt be by ſome Court, that 

mult, in behalf of the People, call the Sheriffs ro an 
Accompt, and that mult be by a Court-that by Cu- 
ſtom and Preſcription have Cognizance of the Faults 
and Miſdemeanours done by thoſe greac Officers, 
for which they amove them : and that is the pro- 
per Work of a Court, it cannot be by all the People 
of the whole County incorporated, but is the Work 
of a Hall-mote or Hall-court, intruſted by all the Ci- 
tizens to chuſe for them and the King, honeſt -and 
able Men for Sherifts,and to preſent them to the Ju- 
ſtices of the Exchequer, as they do in their Liveries 
to this Day, and have ſo done time out of mind. 


mote, and is at this Day by Preſcription, time out of * For the Right ofthis Common-hall, or Hall-mote, to 


mind, the Antient Folk-mote of London for the chu- 
fing of Sheriffs by the Citizens that are of the Li- 


very. This Right and Privilege of the Citizens of 


London, was taken away by Wil. 1. called the Con- 
queror;, who finding the People generally enrag'd 
for the loſs of their Laws, and had endeavonr®d to 
Tecover them with their Swords, he pardvns thoſe 
that fought for them, and at Barkbamſteed receives 
from the chief of them new Oaths of Fidelity ; 


and himſelf ſwears before the Arch-biſhop Lam. 


Franck, and many of the Nobility, to obſerve the 
Antient Laws of the Realm, eſtabliſh'd by his no- 
ble Predeceſſors, Kings of England; and eſpecially 
thoſe of Edward the Confeſſor,, among which were 
thoſe of chuſing Sheriffs. 

« This Right and Cuſtom of chuſing Sheriffs was af- 
terwards confirmed and reſtored to the Citizens of 
London by the Charter of Hen. 1. who thereby kept 
the Crown, tho the younger Brother; and is not 
only their Right by Grant, but by Purchaſe too ; 
for they have paid dearly for it when taken away 
againſt Law and Juſtice. 

King Edward the Firſt had as great need of the 
Kindneſs of his Subjetts, as his Progenitor 3 there- 
fore he courted the People in the ſame manner : 
And in the 28th Year of his Reign, granted in Par- 


liament, by the Statuge of Articuls ſuper Chartas to 
the People, that they ſhould have the Election of 
My Lord Cook, in his 
Expoſition of this Statute, ſaith, That though the 


Sheriffs in every County. 


Words in this Statute be the King's Grant to his 


elect Sheriffs, there cannot be a better Proof than 
the By-Law of the 23. Septemb. 5® and 159 Edw. 4. 
which if conſider'd, cannot be imagin'd to be By- 
Laws of the Common-Council, but of the Commoun- 
Hall ;, for the By-Law of 7 Eaw. 4. enafts, That 
the Election of Mayors and Sheriffs ſhall be only by 
the Common-Council, the Maſter and Wardens of 
every Myſtery of the City coming in their Liveries, 
and by other honeſt Men for that pyrpoſe ſpecially 
ſummoned. What is hereby enacted more, than 


' thatthe Maſter and Wardens of every Myſtery ſhall 


ele& in their Gowns ? If the Commer Council were 
there, it is an Act of the Commonalty, not of the 
Common-Council, who had nothing to do with the 
Matter. But if this were the Att of the Common- 


- Hall, called the Commonalty, (as it plainly appears to 


be) who have Power to make By-Laws in that Mat- 
ter it is a good By-Law to diſtinguith the Repree 
ſentatives of the Citizens for chuling Mayors and 
Sheriffs from others. 

The By-Law of 15 Eadw. 4. enatts, That the Ma- 


* ſters and Wardens of the Myſteries of the City, in 


their Halls,or other Places of the City fit and conve- 
nient, aſſociating to them the honeſt Men of their 
Myteries, being clothed in their laſt Livery, ſhall 
go together to the Gildhall of the City for the e- 
letting of Mayor, &c. and in their laſt Livery but 
one, to the Election of the Sheritls of the Ciry, &c. 
And that no others belides rhe honeſt Men of the 
Common-Council of the City, ſhall be prefent at the 
ſaid Elections. Now I am very confident, that the 

A Recorder 


/ 


Recorder himſelf will-not, under his Hand, publiſh 
this to be an Act of the Common-Conuncil; for ris 
not credible that the Common-Conncil, who are ſaid 
to make Laws by Advice of their Recorder, and 
others learned in the Law, ſhould make a Law, 
that no others beſides the honeſt Men of the Com- 
mon- Council of the City ſhou'd be preſent at ſuch E- 
lections, for that were to repeal the Charters of the 
| City, Magra Charta, and all other Afts. of Parlia- 
ment for the Confirming, Granting, and Reſtoring 
the Liberties and Privileges of the Citizens, in 
'which they have an Inheritance. For as the Lords 
and Commons, in Writs of Summons to Parliament, 
are call'd the Common-Council of the Kingdom, and 
are to adviſe in Matters of Weight and Difficulty ; 
ſo is the Conmen- Hall the extraordinary Common- 
Council of all the Citizens of London, 

Theſe two Laws therefore cannot be Adts-of 


Common-Council they ruſt be Afts of Common-Hall,. 


or Hall-Conrt, which to this Purpoſe are a Common- 
Council,or a Council of the Commons,and call them- 
ſclves in this Act a Common- Council, in the other the 
Commonalty who were in Council aſſembled, as the 
Repreſentatives of the Commons, to make By-Laws 
for them, and call themſelves ſometimes the Com- 
mon-Council of the City, «$ they properly are in this 
Matter 3 ſometimcs the Commonalty, as the Repre- 
ſentati: es of the People in Parliament are called, 
and do call themſelves ia all Acts of Parliament, the 
Cemmons, who are bur the Repreſentatives of the 
Commons; and are alſo ca'led, in the Antient Oaths 
of Coronation eſtabliſhed by Parliament, the YVulg:, 
or Common People, tho but their Repreſentatives. 
The Uſe and Cuſtom of chuſing Sheriffs, makes 
this beyond Contradiction; for at this very Day the 
Maſters and Wardens of the Myſteries in the City in 
their Halls, clothed as aforeſaid,go to the EleCtions 
of Mayors and Sheriffs, to the Gwildball, and there 
doele, not as Men of the Common-Council, but as a 
Hall-mote, or Hall: comrt ;, and thoſe of the Common- 


Hall, that are not of the Common-Council, meet to- 


gethcras a Hall-mote, or Hall-court, not as a Com- 
mon-Council, | 
For the Peace and Quict of the City, it wereto be 


wiſh'd that thoſe Atts of Common-Council (as they 


are (aid tobe) had never been printed 3 they have 
given juſt cauſe to Men to believe, That there are 
choſe that againſt Law and Reaſon, againſt PraQice 
and Cuſtom, would take from the Citizens the E- 
Ietion of Mayors and Sheriffs, by their Repreſenta- 
tives in Common- Hall. They have laid a Foundati- 
on, nay they have been ſcaffolding many Years, by 
their Afts and Devices and have had the confi- 
dence to diſturb and make void Eleftions by the 
Common- Hall, and have taken away the Rights and 
Liberties of the Commoen-Hall, on purpoſe to take 
Fines, #nd then to compel the Common- Hall to new 
Elections, a thing not knownto our Anceſtors. This 
is not only levying Money at other Times, and in 
other manner than by Act of Parliament, as was 
done by the late K. Fames, and is nnmbred among 
the Grievances of the Statute of - 1K. Will. and Q. 
Mary, but is raiſing Money without any colour of 
Law, and yet vindicated in the vileſt manner ; for 
Men are publickly forbid to ſpeak of, or mention 
this Grievance, becauſe the King is beyond-Sea ; 
when in truth a greater Service cannot be to the 
King, than to prevent theſe Extravagancies which 


are againſt his Coronation-Oath, by which he has ' 


promiz'd to goyern according to the Statutes in 


+ FM 


Parliament agreed on, and the Laws and Cuſtoms of 
England The late K. Fames (as it is declared in 
the firſt of K. Wl. and Q. ary) by Miniſters em- 
ploy'd by him, did endeavour to ſubvert the Laws 
and Libertics of the Kingdom, Laws for free Ele&i- 


- ons: As that of Weſtminſter 1ft is endeavoured to be 
 ſubverted by the Common Council: The Words of 


the Statute are, - For that Elections ought to be free, 


The King commands, upon great Forfeiture, That . 


no great Man, nor other, by Force, Malice or Me- 


' naces, ſhall diſturb free Elections. And my Lord 


Cook, in his Expoſition of that Statute, tells us, there 
were two Miſchiefs before the making this Statute. 
1. Eleftions were not duly made. 2. Elections were 
not freely made : And both theſe were againſt the 
antient Maxim of the Law, Fiant Elefttiones rice & 
libere, ſine interruptione aliqua © For before this Act, 
in the irregular Reign of #. 3. the Electors had 
neither their free nor their due Elections; for ſome- 
fimes by Force, ſometimes by Menaces, and ſome- 
times by Malice, the Electors were framed and 
wrought to make election of Men unworthy, or 
not eligible, ſo as their EleQtion was neither.due 
nor free. This Act briefly rehearſeth the old Rule 
of the Common Law, (that Bedtions ought to be 
free) wherein both the ſaid Points are included : 
I. It muſt be a due Election 3 and, 2. It muſt be a 
free EleQtion. - ; | 

This Statute doth enact, That no Man, upon 
grievous Forfeiture, ſhall diſturb any to make free 
Elections; and is exceliently penned in two re- 
ſpects: Firſt, For that generally ir extendeth to 
all Elections, that is to ſay, to every Dignity, Of- 
fice, or Place eleftive, be it Eecleliaſtical or Tem- 
poral, of what Kind or Quality foever. Second- 
ly, The Act is penned in the Name of the King, 


viz. The King commandeth : And therefore the 


King bindeth himſelf not to diſturb any Eleors 
to make free Eletion, as in the like Caſe upon a 
Statute made in the Reign of the ſaid King ; The 
Ac ſaying, Rex perpendens, &c. the ſame bound 


the King. Now that Eleftors might make free ard. 
due Elections, without diſpleaſure or fear thereof, 
by this Act of Parliament, as a ſure. Defence, the 
King commandeth the ſame upon grievous Forfei- 

ture. And this Ac extends to all EliCtions, as well 


by thoſe that at the making this Ad, bad Power 
to make them, as by thoſe whoſe Power was raiſed 
or created fince this Act. 

The Diſturbers of free Eleftione, he ſays, are 
to be puniſhed with grievous Fines, and Impriſon- 
ment. 

Yet how notoriouſly was this moſt excellent Law 
vialated by the very Government of the City of 
London, at the laſt EleQion of Sheriffs ? What ill 
and dangerous Example was given to the whole 
Nation by the Magiſtrates of the City of Loxder at 
that Election ? What open and publick Encourage- 
ment to affront and contemn'his Majeſty's Laws 
made to prevent Diſorders and Tumults ? What 
popular Confuſion might have hapned from thoſe 
whoſe Rights and Liberties were igvaded againſt 
Law and Juſtice; by the Sheriffs denying the Que- 
ſtion that was deſired to be put, Whether to ad- 
here, or proceed to a new Election, when humbly 
intreated. And this was done at a time when his 
Majeſty was out of the Realm, and in Arms a- 
gainſt a Tyrant, and the Common Enemy of Law 
and Liberty. 


The 
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The Common Hall are a Courtof great Autho- 
rity, they have a Juriſdiftion by Cuſtom; and have 
a Preſcription and Cuſtom to dil- 
franchiſe and reſtore in their Com- 
: / mon-HBall or Hall-Court, if the 
Party disfranchiſed have committed a Crime that 
deſerves that Puniſhment ; if not, the King may 
command them to reſtore him : But no ſuch Writ 
can be directcd to the Common Council, or Mayor 
and Aldermen, for they cannot take away, nor re- 
ſtore Mens Liberties and Franchiſes, *tis againſt 
Atagna Charta. . 

Every Citizen: has a Freehold in the Lands, Li- 
berties and Franchiſes of his Corporation ; and a 
Disfranchiſement by them is a Dilleilin and a De- 
ſtrution againſt Magna Charra, unleſs it be by the 
Citizens in Common-Hall, who have that Power 
by Cuſtom. 

If the Mayor of a Corporation ſhall challenge a 
Negative Voice by his Prerogative, and to deceive 
the People ſhall cauſe Entries thereof to be made 1n 
Books for a Record or Memorial thereof, and pre- 
tend to have the Opinions of Men that have been 
Judges, Attornies General, or Solicitors General 
to his Maj.ſty or bis Predeceſlors, and ſhall there- 
by preveat the good Orders and Laws that may be 
made to hinder undone and diſorderly EleQions of 
Mayor and Sheriffs, this is a good Cauſe of Diſ- 
fra:chiſementby the Common-Hall or Hall-Courr : 


James Bages Cale, 
Cook 11 Vol, + 


was 110 Sheriff there, and that the King by his Let: 
ters Patents under his great Seal, had depured cer- 
tain Men for to have be Sheriffs there, what them 
ſeemed ſhould be don: in this Behalf ? fo that the 
King's Laws and Juſtice might been executed jn that 
Shire, as executed in other Shires in England. 

The 2 Chief Juſtices the ſame Day came unto my 
Lords of the King's Council in the Sterred-Cham- 
ber, and upon the aboveſaid Demand fſajd, that 
them ſeemed, and ſo it feemed unto the Remnant 
of the Judges, that the King did an Error, when 
that he made another Perſon Sheriff of Zincoln- 
ſhire than was choſen, and preſented unto his High- 
_ after the Effe& of the Statute in ſuch Behalf 
made. | 

In the Reign of Richard II. this was a Controver- 
ſy between the King and the People, who urdec 
the Conduct of the Barons came to London, where 
it was ended by the Submiſſion of that unfortunate 
Prigce; and one of the Articles of Deprivation 
againſt him was, that he diſplaced divers Sheritis 
lawfully elefted, and put in their Places i) Men, 
thereby ſubverting the Law, contrary to his Oath 
and Honour. The :Common-Council of Loan, 
as Freemen, have ſworn to maintain the Franchiſes 
and Liberties of the City, yet they are the very 
Men that make By-Laws to take away th1; Liber- 
ty and Franchiſe, which is a Truſt lodg*d 1n the 
Common-Hall by many Kings and Parliaments. 


© If thz Mayor or any of the Magiſtrates of the City} . The Power that a Common-Council-man has is 


ſhall alcer the antient Oaths of Common' Council, 
Sheriffs, and others, eſtabliſhed to prevent the 
ſelling of Judges Places, and other Offices, which 
they are or ought to be ſworn not to fel], bur diſ- 
poſe of fretly without Bribe or Reward : *Tis a 
good Cauſe of Disfranchiſement. If any great 
Officer of a Corporation ſhall claim a Prerogative 
to make that Man a Sheriff he drinks to, this is an 
Invaſion of the Rights of the Citizens, againſt his 
Duty, and againſt Law, and a good Cauſe of Diſ- 
franchiſement. | | | 
This Hal}-Court ovght' to take care that their 
Charter be not forfeited ;'-they ought by their By- 
Laws'to prevent and to puniſh Incroachments on 
their Lib:rties againſt Magna Charta, under Co- 
lour and Pretence of Fines/and Forfeitures : The 
raiſing of more than 1500001. on Pretence of choo- 
fing Sheriffs within 44 Years laſt paſt, is an Abuſe 
of the Truſt repoſed in them by Kings and Parlia- 
ments: 'Tis a ſcandalous Impoſition againſt the 
Right of the Subject, and againſt Law and Juſtice. 


W har ill Manners is it then modeſtly to vindi- | 


cate the Right of the Common-Hall to elect She- 
rifts, and to preſerve the Rights and Liberties of 
the Citizens of London in their Repreſentatives, ac- 
cording to Uſe and Cuſtom in all times, ſince the 
Charter of W:l/l. I. and Hen. I ? Or what Diſlervice 
to his Majeſty? Cook in his 24 Inſtit. tells us, he 
cannot paſs a Reſolution of all the Judges of Eng- 
land, in 34th Hen. 6. on this Occaſion. 


Upon a Reference by the Kings Privy Council - 


to Sir Fohbn Forteſcue, and Sir John Priſcot, Chief 
Juſtices, and to the reſt of the Juſtices, concerning 
a Sheriff conſtituted by the King himſelf, it is thus 
in the Council-Book jrecorded, 3 Aarti, ann. 34. 
Hen. 6. as folloiwweth, tn theſe Words : 

Upon a Demand thfyt my Lord Chancellor made 
to the Chief Judges, and to the Remnant of the 
Judges, how that thgKing's Laws, neither Juſtice, 
might not be execut{ in Lincolnſhire, becauſe there 


(as 1s S_— has 


as one of the Livery,. he cannot elect unleſs of tie 
Livery 3 -all that are not fo are commanded to 
withdraw: by the Crier, before the EleQtion,.on 
pain of Impriſonment; yet when he is elected, hz 

| Power in Common-Conncil 
to disfranchiſe his Corporation. 

Tis adjudged'in Cook's 5th Rep. the Chamber- 
lain of London's Caſe, that the Common-Zouncil of 
London cannot make Laws againſt ihe Laws and 
Statutes of the Realm, and that fuch Laws made 
by them are void : But Laws made by them, or 
other Aſſemblies of Men-that are not repugnant to 
Law and Reaſon, are good : *Tis there reſc]lved, 
that Laws made by them pro private lucro are vod : 
'Tis there adjudged, that they may make Laws for 
good Order and 'Government ; the Government 
there intended is the” Government by Law cit a- 
bliſhd by Parliament,. not a Government by Ofli- 
cers choſe by them contrary to Charters and Sta- 
tutes; ſuch Laws are made againſt the Govein- 
mentof the City, and are void. | 

*Twas reſolved by all the Judges in Eng/and, in 
the Caſe of Dangannon in Jreland, that only Corpo- 
rations are capable to take ſich Inhericances. A 
Common: Council, it ſeems, can give what it cans 
rot take, for a Common-Council is no Corpora« 
tion.. ©. Tr#n, 32 Eliz. In an Action of falſe Inpri- 
ſonment -in the Common Pleas, broyght by Clzrke 
againſt Gape, the Defendant juſtified the [mnpi iſon- 
ment, for that King Edzard V1. had incorporated 
St. Albans by the Name of Mayor, &c. and grant- 
ed to them to make Ordinances, and ſhews that 
Queen Elizabeth appointed the Term to be held 
there, by reaſon of which they,” with the Conſent 
of the Plaintiff and other Burgeſles, aſſeſſed eve- 
ry Inhabitant towards the erecting Courts there, 
and ordained, that if any refuſed Paiment, he ſhould 
be impriſoned ; and for that the Plaintiff being a 
Burgeſs refuſed Paiment, he as Mayor juſtified ;and 
this was adjudged no Plea, for that this by- Law is 

againſt 
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againſt 7Magne Charts, and the Conſent of the 
Plaintiff could not alter the Law. 

If a Common-Council may take away this Liber- 
ty and Franchiſe of chooſing Sheriffs, why may 
they not take away their Liberty and Franchiſe of 
uſing Trades in the City ? The Law has ſecured 
the one_as much as the other; and the doing the 
latter ſucceeded very ill with a Mayor and Al- 
dermen of London in the Reign of Hen. 8. Juſtice 
Crooke in the firſt part of his Reports, fol. 33. ſaith, 
That Periam Juſtice ſaid, he had ſeen a Precedent 
in the time of K. Her. 8. where a' Citizen of Lox- 
don ſued a Citizen of Loxdon in the Common Bench, 


es, Liberties, Cuſtoms, .<&c, 


this very Caſe, and heard Argumentson both ſides, 
and decided the Matter for the Common-Hall a- 
gainſt the Common-Council, they could not have 
adjudged more plainly and fully, for the manner of 
cleting Sheriffs of London, by the Common-Hall. 

' Acts of Common-Council had no Authority to 
order or regulate EleQions, unleſs confirmed by 
Common-Haſll, before the Prerogatives of Lord 
Mayors was ſet on Horſe-back, and the Liberties 
of the City trodden under foot : An Evil as old as 
Solomon ;, for antiently ſuch By-Laws were confirm- 
ed by the Common-Hall, as appears in their anti- 
ent Books and Memorials in their Guildhall. 

In the 18th Edw.1I. one Fobn Cauſton had been 
| choſen Sheriff at the uſual time : he not appearing 
upon a Proclamation, the Aldermen and Commonz 
| were ſummoned to be at Gaildball the Michaelmas- 

Day next following ; on which Day Ca»ſton was 
disfranchiſed and put out- of his Aldermanſhip : 
But the Common-Hall did not confine themſelves 
$0 this only; they made Ordinances in their Gnild- 
| ball concerning the eleftiog Common-Council-men 
in the ſeveral Wards, as appears by their antient 


. Council. 
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Books; in the Reigns of Edw, ]II. and Rich. 11. . 

Theſe antient Charters, Rights, Cuſtoms and 
Preſcriptions of the City of London have been re- 
ſtored and confirmed to the Citizens of Londen in 
all Ages. The City of London is /Cor Regni, there- 
fore its Charters, its antient Liberties and Cuſtoms 
were not only granted and fold to them by Kings, 
but the Purchaſe confirmed by many Parliaments : - 
Civitas Londjn. habeat omnes libertates ſuas antiquas, 
are the Words of Magna Charta, which my Lord 
Cook ſays hath becn antiently thus expounded, Let 
the City of Zondox have their Franchiſes to which 
they are inhericable by lawful Title, by the Gift' 
an! Confirmations of Kings, which they. bave not 
abuſed and forfeited, and which are not repugnant 
to Law. | 

The Statute of 14 Eaw. I. ſays, The City of 
London ſhall have all their Franchiſes. The Statute 
de Tallagio non concedendo ordains, that all Clerks 
and Laymen of England ſhall have their Laws, Li- 
berties, and free Cuſtoms, as largely and wholly 
as they have uſed to have them when they had them 
beſt; and that all Statutes made, and Cuſtoms 
brought in, contrary to them, ſhall be fruſtrate 
and void for evermore. 

The Statute of this preſent King and the late 
Queen Mary, reſtores to the Mayor, Commonalty 
and Citizens, all their Rights, Gifts, Charters, 
Grants, Liberties, Privileges, Cuſtoms, Uſages, 
Conſtitutions and Preſcriptions, and all ro no Pur- 
poſe : The two AtQs of Common-Council of the | 
7th and 15th Edw. 4 like. the two mighty Idols | 
Bell and the Dragon, devour all our Charters, Rights, \ 

ber 2ul and all th 
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Pride and Ambition is the Cauſe of this Contro- 
verſy ; they contend for Prerogatives, which makes 
Men mad, and they catch at Shadows, and beat 

and wound themſclves with their own Weapons. 

I cannot forget that old Expoſition of Magna 
.Charta, which ſays, the Citizens ſhall have their 
Franchiſes to which they are inheritable; - that 
good old Gentleman is unmannerly, for we are 
now told he ſhould have ſaid, If the Common- 
Council pleaſe. | ; 

I, for my part, bemoan the Condition of poor 
Mr. Wks; for notwithſtanding the Advice of ſome - 
of the Judges, as is pretended, yet if the preſent 
Caſe of the Common-Hall, lately printed, be true, 
and they be ſworn that be not eleCted, that poor 
Gentleman ſtands in need of the Prayers of his Con- 

grogaing. The Conſequence of this idle Contro- 
verſy muſt be ſad and fatal to him, and all that 
ſhall fall under that Calamity. How ſhall ſuch 
Men act that are no Officers ? Men not duly eletted 
have no Authority, they are in Danger of Suits, 
they can neither be Officers nor Judges : Here are 
greater Difhculties like to be than when the 2 Chief 
Juſtices, Sir John Forteſcue and-Sir Fohn Priſcore, 
were adviſed with by his then Majeſty's Privy 
The City will bewail this Confuſion and 
Diſorder : This Calamity will be far greater than 
that of Lincolnſhire, and greater Miſchiefs will en- 
ſue than are foreſeen, which they muſt anſwer for 
that are the Occaſion of theſe undue Elections. 
But for that poor Gentlemap, I ſay, God ſend him 
a good Deliverance. ) 


FINTS. 


